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K Thom Protest Against Forest Clearing Halted 
BY HUL REAKSMEY 

THE CAMBODIA DAILY 

Local authorities in Kompong 
Thom province's Sandan district 
yesterday stopped about 80 vil- 
~ ~ l m e l i n g t o p r o t e s t a t  
the~of twocompanies they  
claim are clearing forest on the 
bordesofKIalie,Kompong'nlom, 
Preah Viear and Stung Treng 
pwinces for rubber plantations 

Chheang V*, a 3 l y m ~ l d  viL 
lagerrepmentaiivehmSandan 
distrlcYs Meamith ammme, said 
u p t o 4 0 0 ~ f r o m t h e f o u r  
a f k d d  pwinces had planned to 
congegate outside the offices of 
PLT Company and CRCK Corn 
pany, whose sidebyside offices 
&addle the m t e  Pmh Vihear- 
K m p n g  Thom pmind boxkr. 

Mr Vuthy said villagers' liveli- 
hoods had been seriously afi[ected 

by the land clearing, which which- 
edroughlyhurmmthsago. 

" W i r s ]  just want to h o w  
about the companies' licenses, but 
local authorities said..we should 
send a letter to the prwincial gow 
ernrnents office," Mr Vuthy said 

' T h e ~ w o u l d n o t a c t v b  
lenliy. .The companies should stop 
clearing f o e  even though they 
have licenses from the govern- 
ment, because it atTects people's 
livelihoodsn 
KompongThomprovbcialgov. 

ernor Chhun Chhom said he had 
ordered the Sandan district gover- 
nor to stop the protesters from 
bavehg to the companies' offices, 
because he feared they would 
turn violent and damage property. 

Mr Chhom said an impact as 
essnenthadah.eadybeencanied 
outbyCRCK,towhichthegovem 

ment had granted a 7,000.heckm 
landooncessionbwarubberplm 
talioninthepasttwoyears. 

ChetTon,aammmityorgmb 
ingofkr6ortheKmnpongThoh 
based Environment and Health 
Education NGO, said yesterday 
that the section of forest being 
clearedwasoneofthebstremain 
ing dense doresa in Cambodia 

'?hisbulldozingofthefwestis 
done without any envimnrnental 
impact assments...and the corn 
panies try to hide [indormation]," 
Mr Ton said 

RimeMinkterHunSeneadier 
this month raised the praspect of 
incmasing the tod  size of rubber 
plantaliom, but warned that dew& 
opment should not come at the 
expense of the country's forest, 
whichcanbeusedto~in ter -  
national climate change hds .  




